Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.132; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.2.
In the title compound, C 11 H 9 NO 4 , the carboxyl group bonded to the six-membered ring lies close to the plane of the 1H-indole ring system [dihedral angle = 13.13 (9) ], whereas the carboxylic acid group linked to the five-membered ring by a methylene bridge is close to perpendicular [78.85 (9) ]. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules, generating (110) sheets.
Related literature
For background to indoles as pharmaceuticals, see: Lang et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
3-Carboxymethyl-1H-indole-4-carboxylic acid S. Mao
Experimental To a solution of the title compound (0.2 g) in methanol (20 ml) by stirred at room temperature and then placed in a dark place. Yellow single crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of the solution over a period of 5 days.
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms were calculated geometrically and refined using a riding model,, with C-H = 0.94Å and U iso (H) =1.2Ueq(C) respectively.
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y+2, −z+1; (ii) −x, −y+2, −z+2; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+2.
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